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‘HEARTLAND’ PREMIERES ON MONTANA PBS IN DECEMBER 
MISSOULA -
The film "Heartland,” staring Conchata Ferrell and Rip Torn, will premiere on 
MontanaPBS at 8 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 3.
The 1980 film was written by Beth Ferris and produced by Annick Smith, both of 
Missoula. The film was directed by Richard Pearce and photographed in the Judith Gap and 
Harlowton area.
The film tells the true story of Elinore Randall (Conchata Ferrell), a widow, and her 7- 
year-old daughter, Jorrine (Megan Folsom), who traveled by train in 1910 to the remote 
frontier near Burntfork, Wyo. Elinore had contracted by mail to keep house for rancher Clyde 
Stewart (Rip Torn).
Captivated by the vast landscape, Elinore acts quickly on her secret passion to 
homestead a piece of land of her own. But fulfilling her year’s contract with Clyde is to be as 
challenging as the oncoming winter -  a season of devastating blizzards, famine and isolation.
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